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‘Some observers have nightly censured--Sen,
Jackson i’or prom’ature “seare” tactics

ﬂh, dcvc»]opmonf ’I he pxoblem may he more seti-

~ous than mere pohtlcal use of intelligence informa-
. imn.

John ]‘mr*ey of the ]‘\cw ‘York Times has &x-

! patiated helpfully on this view. He notes, to begin

- felligence activities

“the an

with, that troubles arise from the dispersion of iu.
in various agencics, and from
fhe fact that conclusions drawn from such data

often are hased more on conjecture than on certi-
 tude. Furitherntore, he writes,
4o divorece analysis of intelligence information fromy

it i almost impossible !

policy making; often the conclusions drawn from
such analysis are based as much on the outlook of
alyst as on objective facts in the data.

. It is therefore natural, argues Finney, that the
Tefense Deparbment should take a more pessimistic
view of Soviet weapons c‘xcvc]opment than others—

“the CIA, for example. Because it is primanily re-
" sponsible for national secwrity, the Pentagon—and,

by estension, memlbers of Congress jnclined to the
TPentagon’s view of defense problems-—tends to see
suclt things in the worst possible light.

This raises the sort of question D, Terbert
Scoville Jr., formerly, CIA deputy director for Te-
sealch, 2lluded o in {ostii “refore a Senale com-
mittee, Suppose, he said, it should develep that con-

struetion observed in the Soviet Union relates not

‘fo “an advanced generation of offensive systerns”
“(a8. Jackson warncd in hiz early disclosure) but

mmerely to “hardening” of sites

for previously known
naissiles. Then, Scoville observed, “we must ask our-

selves how many {imes are we going to allow the

‘weaponeers’ o come before Congress, shouting
“missile gap® and ‘techuclogy

gap,’ when in reality

~they ere only crealing another ‘credibility gap’

through. selective disclosure of partially analyzed

. infelligence . . > - ’ N
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" Congress is far less gullible than in the past,
it was willing to assurme the unproved worst about
~ Soviet intentions.” -

STATINTL

: 135'},701101t>cfi ots {ell us that individuals tend {o

pel ceive those things which agree with their already

- forraulated ideas, This cair he expected in govern-

Y3

ment as well as elsewhere, There is some cause for
optimism, however, with regard to our Jawmakers.
There is reagon fo accept ¥inney’s judgment that
13 \

when

I«‘inney also fhinks this

forchodings. I seems that the
leaders ave maturing - that weaknesses
tin any intelligence system are coming to Te recogs
\ucd aid to some extent t Leu mm accouut

[N R H - o
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change of attitude may
be coming to the fore in the White House, whmt.‘
President Nizon s pursting a defensive missiles
_agreement with the Russiang in spite of Pentagon'
people and their
inherent

s



"VJJ'«IH{‘, Central Tnwelligence Agency
. ccems at times to be the only real-
ly intelligent agency we have. Consid-
or the record: The CJ.AL has done
more for culture than the Nationa)
Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities or the Ford Joundation, pub-
lishing highbrow journals in T.ondon,
Berlin, Paris, and Bombay. Jiu has
subsidized studeni organizations that
have formed the nucleus of the anti-
war movement and have contributed
reatly to the movement’s Jeadership.
While the Departments of State and
Defense were giving moral and mii-

/(m'y support ta the Portuguese impe-
i

sialists in Africa, the C.1AL was said to
be covertly and quite effectively aiding
the rebels in Angola and Mozambique.
Ta be sure, in Cuba and Vietnam, the
C.J.A. hasn’t done too well, hut you
can’t win them all. Anyway, it now
seoms 1o have surpassed itse}f-—at least
in  independence and  couvage--by
Dlowing the whisde on Melvin Laivd
and his braided alarmists in the Penta-
g{on Tt has disputed publicly the official
view of the “missile crisis,” and while
it would be premature to say that it has
destroyed  the gm’crnmcnt’s case, " the
presumption must always be that the
gn\'crnment’s case is overstated 1o begin
with.

The issucs here are not particularly

complex or technical, though they are,
one might say, rather abstract. Much
depends on how one evaluates the sig-
“nificance of empty space—in this case,
i}holcs in the ground around Moscow.
These holes have been seen and count-
red and measured by our spics on the
“ground and by our satellites in orbit
The big question is: Why are they
'there and what are they for? Accord-

“ing to Sccretary Laird, in a television

“appearance last March, the intelligence
that had reached him confirmed “the
fact that the Soviet Unien is going for-
ward with: construction of a large mis-
sile system.” By April 22nd, the con-
firtmed fact was, he said, a “sobering”’
one: the Soviet Union was “Involved
in a new-—and apparently extensive——
ICBM construction program,” In oth-
er words, the Russians were once again
playing dirty pool. While sweet-talk-
|ing at the SALT negotiations, they were
s digging holes for great big missiles that
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L sleep—-or, at any raie, those of us who
Vive in Montana, North Dakota, Wy-
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oming, and Missouri. Tn late April,}
prospects  looked bad for the SALT!
tlks, despite the encouraging words of
Brezhney, who made everything sound |
very simple when, in s, he said,’
“All you have to do is to muster resolve !
to try the proposals that interest you by
heir taste. Pranslated into diplomatic |
language, this means ‘Start negotia-
tions.” Al very well, but how can a
gentleman negotiate with a cad who is
digging bigger and bigger holes on
Soviet soil?

Now comes the C.LA. to strike a
Blow for sanity and peace. Fssentially,
its argument is.that you can’t judge a
hole by its size. Tt does not dispute the
military’s finding that there are large
new cavitics in the earth i the environs
of Moscow. Nor does it question the
possibility that the lavger holes could be
used 1o house lavger missiles. But it docs

point out that they could also be used
to pour concrete in to protect the small-
er missiles they ,already have. Should
this be the case, then it would scem un-
likely that the Soviet Union is alming
“at what down here in the capital we call
EZL “first-strike capability”—i.c., a sure-
(fire knockout punch deliveved beflore
lthe coane has sounded. The C.LA.
analysts  (who, incidentally, leaked
their misgivings and sugpicions to Re-
publicans in .the Senate) do not pre-
judge the case, though they do suggest
hac if the Russians were building great
big new missiles, they would be unlikely
to plant them in ficlds of smaller ones.
In any casc, the C.ILA. has once again
challenged Conventional Wisdom. One
is particularly taken with the statement
of Dr. Herbert Scoville, Jr., described
as a “former” C.I.A. official, who said
before the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, “We must ask ourselves how
many times we are going to allow the
‘weaponeers’ to come before the Con-
gress and the people shouting “‘missile
gap’ when in reality they are only cre-
ating another ‘credibility gap.’ »
—Ricrarp H. Rovere

lC‘AUM sneak 1'1’@]# past_and around our
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Hold That Check

For Second Look

" A few weeks ago there was a to-do
about the Russians stepping up its
- missile armaments, beefing up the size
of their big bombs and things like

that. Secretary Laird and others said
we shouldn’t sit on our Iamels and

pay no mind.

Last week the Central Inte]llgence‘

Ageney concluded that at Rast two- ;

thirds of the large new missile silo

holes are not, after all, intended for

new and larger missiles. They are,

Minuteman,

The Defense Department called the :

CIA report “speculation” and held
to its' view that the hig holes are for

~ rather, intended for the old §8-11, the -
i Russian equwalent of Lhe American

]

the big SS-9, a bigger bomb-carricr ;
than the Minuteman. “Republican .

sources” who didn't want to “offend”

. the administration discloged the CIA

- judgment.

. The point is that nobody should

~ spend any more missile money until

we find out whose intelligence is best.

Laird made his pitch in support of '
: money, the CIA dldnt ‘

a
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